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MEETING OF THE 
      TAYLOR PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

ON TUESDAY MARCH 12, 2013 
AT 7:00 P.M. AT  

TOWN OF TAYLOR COMPLEX 
400 W.  BLOCK, PAPER MILL ROAD 

 
 

Commission Members Present:  Chairman Eric Ritz, Vice-Chair Ralph Schreiber, Jack 
Babb, Loretta Whitlow  
Commission Members Absent: Merry Nutter 
Staff Present:  Planning & Zoning Director Jeff Johnson, Administrative Assistant Kathy 
Hancock 
Attorney Present: Sterling Solomon 
Visitors:  See list. 
 
Public Hearing: The purpose of this hearing is to take public comment on a 
possible text amendment to Title 18.60.120 Signs.   

 
1. Open Public Hearing:  Chairman Eric Ritz opened the public hearing at 7:05. 
 
2. Public Comments: There were no comments from the public. 

 
3. Close Public Hearing:  Chairman Ritz closed the public hearing at 7:05 

 
4. Regular Meeting Called to Order:  Chairman Ritz called the regular meeting to 

order at 7:05 
 

5. Open Call to the Public:  There were no comments from the public. 
 

6. Approval of Minutes: Motion made by Jack Babb, seconded by Ralph 
Schreiber,  to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2013 meeting as read.  
Motion passed. 

Action; Approve, Deny or Table 

Motion made by Eric Ritz to move item 9 in front of item 7 on our agenda so we 
can give folks that are interested in item 7 a little bit more time to get here.  
Motion seconded by Jack Babb. Motion Passed.   

Action; Approve or Deny 

9.   (Now item 7) Old Business: Discussion and possible recommendation 
possible text amendments to Section 18.83 Medical Marijuana. Mr. Solomon 
went over a draft of the Medical Marijuana ordinance with highlighted suggested 
changes.  One of the changes he suggests we amend is on Pg. 4 item D from a 
Special Use to a Conditional Use Permit in AG zoning as well as clarifying Pg. 5 item 
I stating that marijuana  cultivation is clearly only allowed in the primary resident. 
18.85.060 is a totally new section which gives a very detailed description of who is 
opening a facility and how it’s going to be secured, etc.   The initial code was subject 
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to ordinance #2011-01 and this would be amending the sections that were created 
under that ordinance to the Town Code.   

 
 There was discussion on the number of marijuana plants the code allows which is 

12.  This is the number recommended by the League of AZ Cities and Towns and is 
being used in other towns.  Mr. Ritz would like to bring that number down to 4 plants.  
Mr. Johnson pointed out that section II is not only for patients but qualified care 
givers as well.  We might be able to split this saying a patient is limited to 4 plants 
and a qualified care giver up to 12 total plants.  It was suggested that commissioners 
talk to card carriers and others to see what they have to say about this.  The 
commission doesn’t want to try and back-door legislate and restrict individuals who 
need this.  We need to strike the right balance between enforceability and what is 
reasonable for card holding consumers.  Mr. Babb thinks 4 plants would be the 
maximum amount for a single card holder 
 
Jack Babb made a motion to table this item pending recommendations back 
from the attorney. Motion seconded by Ralph Schreiber.  Motion passed. 

Action; Discuss, Recommend, Deny or Table 

7. (Now item 8) New Business: Discussion and possible recommendation 
possible text amendment to Title 18.60.120 Signs.  Mr. Ritz wanted to clarify for 
the minutes that he referenced Snowflake in the last meeting and their allowing 
multiple signs on a single property.  After talking to Snowflake staff he found that 
their multiple signs are limited to directional signs and not all signs.  
 
There was discussion about amending the code to allow adjacent parcels to be 
signed in a comprehensive way for businesses that exist within a certain distance.  
The business owners could share signs as long as the sign is still limited in size to 
the existing sign limitations that we already have, therefore avoiding the possibilities 
of signs that look like billboards.  
 
Mr. Bryce is the owner of the Silver Creek Pharmacy and asked about using 
verbiage to be able to put his sign on an easement.  There was discussion on 
several issues including easements, off-site signs, comprehensive signs, directional 
signs, public right-of-way, and distance from adjacent properties, etc. 
 
Eric Ritz made a motion to instruct the attorney to draft language respecting 
comprehensive signage allowing businesses located off parcel within 1000’ of 
the property line to establish comprehensive signage with other businesses.   
Mr. Solomon asked if this is only as it applies to comprehensive signs and not 
individual businesses.  Mr. Ritz said this is dealing with two separate issues and 
amended his motion. 
 
Eric Ritz amended his motion to say: Direct Council to draft language allowing 
Comprehensive Signs for off-site businesses and bring that back to us for 
further discussion.  Motion Seconded by Jack Babb.  Motion passes.  

Action; Discuss, Recommend, Deny or Table 

Our current code allows business to have one detached sign per parcel. The 
commission discussed whether there might be a need for more and if so how much 
property frontage and how many signs should be allowed. If a business has a parcel 
that has 500’ or more of frontage is that enough to allow two or more detached 
signs?   
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Eric Ritz made a second motion directing legal counsel to bring back language 
for us to consider regarding detached signs on a single parcel with geographic 
or frontage length driving that language. Motion Seconded by Ralph Schreiber.  
Motion passes.  

Action; Discuss, Recommend, Deny or Table 

 
8.  (Now Item 9) Old Business: Discussion and possible approval of a Site Plan 

Review for a comprehensive sign package for commercial use on parcel #202-
23-058D.  Mr. Ritz pointed out that if the changes that we have directed the attorney 
to make were approved, it would probably allow a second sign for this property.  Is 
there a difference between a comprehensive and a directional sign and if there is, is 
there room for directional signs for another business to be placed on an unrelated 
parcel.  As it relates to this particular site plan, can they have a site sign and a 
directional sign on Alaskan Oils property?   Mr. Solomon said based on the first 
recommendation for item 7 there is nothing that would preclude directional signs and 
they are permitted in our code. 

 
 Directional signs will be on the next agenda and Mr. Solomon will be prepared to 

help with this discussion.   
 
 Motion made by Loretta Whitlow, seconded by Jack Babb to table this 

discussion. Motion passes. 
Action; Discuss, Recommend, Deny or Table 

 
Mr. Johnson is moving and this will be his last meeting.  The Commission thanked 
him for all of his work and for a job well done.  He will be missed. 
 

 
8. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Jack Babb, seconded by 

Eric Ritz.  Motion Passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
Certification of Minutes:  I herby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and 
correct copy of the Taylor Planning/Zoning Commission Public Hearings and Meeting 
held March 12, 2013.  I further certify that the meeting was duly called to order and that 
a quorum was present. 
 
Dated this 12th day of March, 2013. 
 
____________________________ 
Kathy Hancock 
Administrative Assistant 
 
 


