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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
 SPECIAL MEETING 
February 15, 2011, 8 pm
Taylor Town Hall
425 Paper Mill Road, Taylor, AZ 85939
	PUBLIC HEARING
The Taylor Town Council will take public comment on Ordinance # 0-2011-01 “Medical Marijuana Dispensaries and Cultivation”.
· Open Public Hearing: 8:10
· Receive public comment: There was no public comment
· Close Public Hearing: 8:10
	

	SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

CALL TO ORDER: By Mayor Debbie Tuckfield at 8:11
ROLL CALL: 

Council present: Mayor Debbie Tuckfield, Vice Mayor Jordy Fuentes, Councilwoman Jane Lee, Councilman Jay Whipple, Councilman Mark Reed, Councilman Jared Hatch and Councilman Robin Palmer
Staff present:

Manager Eric Duthie, Building Official Jeff Johnson, Finance Director Gus Lundberg and Clerk Kelly Jones

Attorney:

Sterling Solomon present

Visitors:

Catherine Cox
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Led by Councilman Robin Palmer 
INVOCATION:
Offered by Councilman Mark Reed  
	

	ACTION ITEMS
	

	1. Discussion/Action: Approve/Deny Ordinance # 0-2011-01 “Medical Marijuana”; Declaring and emergency and making effective immediately.

Town Manager Duthie - Zoning Administrator Johnson                 
Eric reported that the Department of Health Services has not completed the final rules on medical marijuana but if we don’t adopt an ordinance by March 1, 2011 we will have no say in the placement of dispensaries in Taylor. By adopting this ordinance tonight, as an emergency, we can have it in place and can make modifications in the future if needed. This ordinance was written after the model ordinance as required by law and is similar to Snowflake’s for consistency purposes. Eric said that two municipalities in Navajo County, Show Low and Holbrook have thus far had inquiries for placement of dispensaries. He reminded the Council that there will be 124 dispensaries in the State of Arizona. Maricopa County will get 74, Pima County 30 with the remaining 20 spread throughout the State including 2 in Navajo County. Eric mentioned that after the first review changes were made that would possibly allow 4 dispensaries in Navajo County although those numbers are not yet firm. Anyone given a medical marijuana card that lives beyond a 25 mile radius of a dispensary would be allowed to cultivate marijuana in their home. If Taylor fails to pass an ordinance they will be required to follow the State’s ordinance. Jeff Johnson reported that he attended a meeting at the League of Arizona Cities and Towns recently regarding this issue and stated that this issue needs to be addressed for zoning purposes.      
Mayor Debbie Tuckfield read Ordinance O-2011-01 by title only

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Jordy Fuentes, seconded by Councilman Mark Reed
To approve Ordinance O-2011-01 “Medical Marijuana” as an emergency to be effective immediately amending the Taylor Town Code adding Title 18, Chapter 5, with changes from Chapter 5 to Chapter 18 

The vote was unanimous 
	

	2. Discussion/Action: Approve/Deny enrollment in the Rural Arizona Group Health Trust (RAGHT) to provide employee health insurance benefits; 

Approve/Deny Resolution R2011-01accepting membership in the Rural Arizona Group Health Trust.

Town Manager Duthie - Finance Director Lundberg                       
Gus informed the Council that on February 28th our current health insurance expires and we have been looking at other options. Staff found an interesting opportunity to join a health trust, Rural Arizona Group Health Trust (RAGHT). They are a group of municipalities that formed a self-funded insurance pool that has grown to include 13 towns and 3 charter schools. Premiums paid go into their own fund. The trust is governed by one representative in each entity so they have the control if they feel the deductibles need to be raised. The trust established in 2002 has a strong proven track record and have not had an increase in the last 3 years although there is the possibility of a rate increase in July. Joining RAGIT would be a three year commitment so this issue would not need to be addressed yearly. The more that join RAGIT the greater the ability to spread out and diversify the risk. The benefits are comparable to what the town currently offers and staff feels this is the best option for the town at this point. The Town of Taylor has 21 full time employees and offers health, vision and dental along with life insurance coverage. Gus said the board meets quarterly and once a year they meet to address rates or changes to the plan. Gus would be the representative for Taylor with Kelly as the co-representative. He went on to say that as we get into the budget this year this issue can be re-addressed but part of the requirement to join is to pass a resolution which needs to be done tonight. The only requirement is that the town must pay at least 90% for the employee. At this time RAGIT is voting on whether to offer the option of a Health Savings Account like we have been on for the past year. The question before the Council tonight is to they want to make a commitment to this program. Following Council discussion:
A motion was made by Mayor Debbie Tuckfield, seconded by Councilwoman Jane Lee

To approve enrollment in the Rural Arizona Group Health Trust and to approve Resolution R-2011.01 accepting membership into the Rural Arizona Group Health Trust

The vote was unanimous
 
	

	ADJOURNMENT: 
A motion was made by Councilwoman Jane Lee, seconded by Councilman Robin Palmer

To adjourn the meeting

Motion carried unanimously (9:10)  
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